
1 
 

Pasadena Unified School District 

District Advisory Council 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 1, 2021, 5:30 p.m. 

Held virtually via WebEx 

 

In Attendance:   

 Jennifer Higginbotham, Blair DAC Rep. and DAC Chair 

 Julie Flad, SSC & DAC Rep., PHS & SMMS, DAC Vice Chair 

 Bryant Mathews, Field SSC Chair and DAC Secretary 

 Bernadette Cole, Blair SSC Chair and DAC Parliamentarian 
 

 Kim Kenne, Board Member 

 Larhonda Bailey, Board Member  
 

 David Rennie, PUSD State & Federal Programs 

 Suzanne Berberian, Office of Family & Community Engagement 

 Lawton Gray, III, Principal, Muir 

 David Ibarra, Principal, Blair 

 Erica Ingber, Principal, Longfellow 

 Gabriela Moya De Kennedy, translator 

 Helen Hill, Director, Curriculum, Instruction & Professional Development 

 Jodi Marchesso, PUSD STEM Specialist 
 

 Laura Diaz Allen, PEN Parent Engagement Director 

 Susan Schwartz, PEN Program Director 
 

 Maria Chavez de Gonzalez, Washington Elementary DAC Rep. 

 Warren Bleeker, Sierra Madre Elementary DAC Rep. 

 Carol Gerber, SSC staff member from Washington STEAM, Sr. Clerk Typist 

 Debbie Ayala, Jackson 
 

 Judy McKinley 

 Marc Karish 

 Sean Murray 

 Deborah Pandullo 

 Carmella Calderon Ch… 

 Geoff Albert 

 Natasha CAP 

 Panagiota Regopoulos 

 Connie De La Torre 

 Harmony Cano 
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1. Call to order / Introductions (5:33)  
 

2. Addressing Student Learning Needs Moving Forward (5:37) 

Helen Hill, Director, Curriculum, Instruction & Professional Development 
Jodi Marchesso, PUSD STEM Specialist 
 

 Acclerated learning—helping students who have learning gaps.   

 Learning loss—unfinished learning, decreased student/teacher interaction time, in a setting 

we were not fully prepared for.   

 Some students are struggling primarily because of the pandemic, others have struggled 

before, but it is exacerbated by the pandemic. 

 Collaborated with the New Teacher Project in examining the The Opportunity Myth study. 

 When students who are behind are given appropriate grade-level work, they can catch up 

quickly.  Four key resources: 

o Strong instruction 

o Grade-appropriate assignments 

o Teachers with high expectations 

o Deep engagement 

 “Remediation often focuses on drilling students on isolated skills that bear little resemblance 

to current curriculum.  Activities connect to standards from years ago and aim to have 

students master content from years past.” 

 “Accelerated Learning strategically prepares students for success in current grade-level 

content.  Acceleration readies students for new learning.  Past concepts are skills are 

addressed, but always in the purposeful context of current learning.”   

 Accelerated Learning can have a positive impact on student motivation.   

 “The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated a lot of problems facing public schools—but it 

didn’t create most of them.  Most of the inequities existed long before the pandemic.  The 

only difference is who was affected and who was paying attention. –Meghan Mangrum” 

 Q:  So would it be done in class with students of all ability levels or would those who are far 

below grade level be in a separate class for specific focus on getting back to grade level? So 

many students are so very far behind.  A: This method should help all students. 

 Q: How would this work with I-Ready?  A: It will work well with I-Ready’s individualized 

pathways.   

 53% DFW in high school this past fall. 

 Supports:  Grading, Intensives, Curriculum & PD 

 Q: Would acceleration be mostly around Math and ELA?  A: All subjects, but focus is heavy 

around ELA & Math. 

 Ranked priority level of science standards.  Also, for math and ELA.  

 Results-based coaching tool: standards-based goal, instructional practice, instructional coach, 

teacher learning, student learning. 

 Q: How will we know if teachers are making a successful transition to these systems? 

Relatedly, for secondary teachers that for whatever reason rely on students reading the book 

as the main source of covering the curriculum, is there a way to flag areas of the books that 

best support these efforts?   
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 Q: For students who are very far behind in math, are you still suggesting they go into grade 

level classes in high school? What assessments are being given to determine where students 

are in terms of grade level mastery? 

 Q: Are we planning extra staff development time ahead of next fall, and would some of the 

one time moneys go toward that effort? 

 Q: How are you going to accommodate students with reading disabilities? 

 Q: One silver lining has been how high school students have thrived with block scheduling 

especially from a cognitive & motivational lens. Are there plans to continue this structure 

moving forward?  A: We will have to see what the principals put forward.  This would also be 

subject to negotiation.   

 Q: What can SSCs do to support students who are struggling?  A: Principals are the best 

guide.   

 Q: Where does tutoring (including volunteer-based tutoring like the Math Power Hour 

project or Reading partners) fit into this learning acceleration model?  A: Building 

relationships with students.   

 Q: Is there a different conversation that should happen at the elementary or middle school 

level?  A: SSTs are providing an opportunity to engage the parents whose students are not 

disengaged.  Sharing the little things they can do to help their students improve.   

 Q: My concern about leaving most supporting to the schools is that schools may have 

different levels of support available?  For example, not all schools have community assistants.  

This is why School Site Councils are so helpful, knowing what the particular needs are at each 

school.   

3. Reading and Approval of Minutes (6:57)  
Moved by Julie Flad, seconded by Maria Chavez Gonzalez, approved unanimously. 

4. Board Update (7:00) 

Kim Kenne, PUSD Board Member 

 

 Board approved an opportunity for students in 6-12 for spring grades to improve fall grades.   

 Community service hours and Senior Defense are optional for 2021.  

 Dept. of Health guidelines are posted and do provide paths for schools to open (while we 

wait to see if the governor’s proposal is adopted by the legislature).   

 We’ve started doing vaccinations for our staff.  Pasadena Public Health Department able to 

provide some of their vaccinations.   

 Board had discussion of priorities for the year, putting metrics in place. 

 Measure O:  20 million in tech bonds to be issued in February.  Maintain 1-1 device per 

student, current lease up in June.  Construction bonds in April.   

 Proposal regarding how to spend last $3 million of Measure TT. 

 No California Dashboard came out in December.  Graduation rates, college and career 

indicators are posted.   

 Budget Transparency Taskforce to meet.  SSC budget monitoring reports are posted on DAC 

website.   

 Have SSCs heard about their allocations for next year?   



4 
 

 Half of Title I money is spent centrally by the district.  SSCs must be consulted on how that 

money is spent.   

 Reach out to ELAC /AAPC, etc. regarding next year’s plan.   

 Look at data—attendance, DEF, … 

 Look at School Safety Plan 

 ELA/math plans for this year, how did they go?   

 

5. Public Comment (7:17) 

 District is offering Black Parent Empowerment sessions, facilitated by a consultant with the 

district.  One session happening right now.   

 Family Resource Center Calendar:  

https://www.pusd.us/Page/3146#calendar4359/20210201/month  

 

6. Meeting Adjourned (7:20) 

 

 

https://www.pusd.us/Page/3146#calendar4359/20210201/month

